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to be this incessant dodging of the flying shadows of eul,
it is not without the sustaining interest of every game in
which the resolve remains possible and strong never to be
beaten.

In each of these cases it is doubtless some disproportioned
strength in the primary passion which at first leads to the
tyrannous influence of the secondary: for the intenser any
spring of our nature is, the keener is the satisfaction of its
indulgence; and the more likely is a taste for this satisfac-
tion to constitute itself. The abuse in this case is obvious.
The passions are our planted sentinels at points of danger,
permitting the real business of life to go on with disem-
barrassed cheerfulness within. Leave them at their silent
outposts and forget them, and they set you free for all you have
to do. But if, instead of letting them alone, you fancy they
can never do enough for you, and insist on turning out all
the ferment of wholesome work from within the circle to
reinforce the circumference, you corrupt the mere negative
protection into the positive office of life, and make an inner
barrenness bristle with outer repulsions. Intellectual skill
lends itself with some facility and promptitude to the pas-
sions, whose very nature demands a certain quickness of
resource; and the consciousness of this renders their
stimulus acceptable to minds not otherwise roused to the
same power. Criticism, sarcasm, exclusion, contradiction,
are easier exercises of mind than any form of creation; so
that intellectual action enters on lower terms with the un-
genial than with the genial; and many a sharp cynic and
polemic has there been who, apart from his antipathies and
rejections, has scarcely shown any force of intellect at all.
How greatly this cause may tend to foster the secondary
passions is self-evident. To yield to the temptation is to
turn the medicine of life into its food, and under a depraved
taste for its bitter draughts to lose the thirst for its pure
waters.